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A waterfront industrial landmark becomes condos in Toronto

The farmer Tiptop Tailors warehouse is a well-known Toronto landmark. The classic Art Deco structure, designed by
Bizhop and Miller Architects and completed in 1929, was converted from a disused industrial space into a 252-unit
weaterfront residential building, TipToplLofts, by the firm architectsAlliance. Underground parking has been installed in
the warehouse hasement, supplemented by three levels of below-grade parking, immediately north of the existing
bidilding. The ground floor consists of units wrapping the exterior of the building. The interior of the building includes
13,250 sguare feet of amenity space for residents.

:: architectsAlliance topped five stories of the existing
L-zhaped building—constructed of reinforced
concrete—with a siv-story structural steel frame. The
addition was deliberately set back from the existing
exteriorwalls and clad primarily in glass, to allow a clear
reading of the existing historic structure in distinction to
fiew construction.

LInits in the ariginal warehouse have relatively large
apen flaor plans and high ceilings. This has enahled the
client to capitalize on the popularity of loft-style
condominiumes, and preseres and highlights the
ariginal building structure. Units in the new portion above
the original warehouse have heen designed to maximize
hatural light and views to the lake and the city.
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The Tiptop parcel is one ofthe last sites to he
redeveloped on the ariginal Harhourfront [ands. The
renovated and expanded building, sited between the
water and Lake Share Boudlevard West, is immediately
east ofthe Canadian Mational Exhibition Grounds and
marks the western edge of the Harbourfront precinct.
Siven its location, the huilding has been a landmark on
the Toronto Waterfront, the successful redevelopment of
the huilding guarantees that it will remain so for future
fgenerations.
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Total construction cost: CE20 million
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